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Wellness writer gives overview of Spelman’s 
health initiatives for the school year.
CALENDAR
Looking Ahead
A quick look at some upcoming events. 
The Rededication of Sisters Chapel, 
Career Fairs, comedy shows and more.
P7
Spelman helps displaced students like Xavier’s Mlchellee Moss, left, a freshman from St. Louis and friend 
Shannette Cofield from Los Angeles.
Katrina’s survivors find 
safe haven at Spelman
Evan Seymou,
Staff Writer
Hurricane Katrina has run its course, 
but the devastation it left behind is far 
from over. Over 500,000 New Orleans 
residents have been forced to evacuate, 
leaving behind all of their possessions, 
and in some cases, even their loved 
ones.
New Orleans mayor, C. Ray Nagin 
estimated that thousands have perished 
as a result of the disaster and over $25
Spelman students compete in Japan
Anesha Williams 
Staff Writer
In the very heart of Spelman College, 
there are six young ladies who success­
fully shattered the boundaries and 
stereotypes of African-American women 
by doing what they do best—computer 
programming.
Aryen Moore-Alston, Brandy Kinlaw, 
Ebony Smith, Karina Liles, Ebony 
O’Neal and Shinese Noble make up the 
Spelman Robotics Team, also known as 
the SpelBots. With the assistance and 
guidance of Dr. Andrew Williams, the 
students wrote a series of complex algo­
rithms, which allowed them to program 
Sony AIBO ERS-7 robots (which 
resemble four-legged dogs) to play soc­
cer.
As much fun as this may seem, the 
students had to make the robotic
billion in aid will be needed to rebuild 
the city.
As President Bush said in his nation­
al address on Aug. 30, "This recovery 
will take years," and the Spelman com­
munity is doing its part to make that 
process a little bit easier for a few 
HBCU students.
Students from Dillard University and 
Xavier University, both located in New
canines kick, block, pass the ball and 
execute strategies all on their own, while 
playing against other teams of robotic 
canines.
However, the Spelbots did not stop 
there. They showcased their computer 
programming skills using their robots at 
the RoboCup U.S. Open from May 7- 
10 at Georgia Tech.
In addition to this competitive expe­
rience, the Spelbots traveled to Osaka, 
Japan to compete in the International 
RoboCup 2005 Four-Legged Robot 
soccer competition from July 13-19.
“The experience in Japan was a little 
awkward because we were the only 
blacks there. The opposing teams 
would watch how we conducted our­
selves and we observed how they con­
ducted themselves,” said Ebony
Orleans, were evacuated from their 
schools on Saturday, Aug. 27. Like 
many of the hurricane survivors, they 
have migrated to Atlanta.
Rae Lundy, a senior psychology / pre­
med. student from Xavier, has come to 
Spelman to try and register for the 
semester so that she can graduate on 
time. She is among a few others. The 
week after evacuation, Lundy called 
Spelman, hoping that she would be able 
to attend on a provisional basis.
"I called Spelman a couple of days 
ago, but I did not hear back from them 
until 10:45 p.m. last night, when they 
told me to come here and [they would] 
see if they could get me in,” said Lundy. 
“I had started to lose hope.”
Lundy is still waiting to hear back 
from Xavier about their plans for stu­
dents in the upcoming months. At this 
point, students like Lundy do not know 
how they are going to pay for Spelman 
if they are accepted. All of their finan­
cial aid has already been released to 
their respective schools.
Lauren Jones, an Atlanta native and a 
senior at Dillard, waited in line along­
side Lundy.
“Spelman has been helpful in getting 
me back into school, and I need all the 
help I can get,” said Jones. "[Dillard's] 
entire campus is flooded, and there is 
probably nothing left of the school. My 
see Katrina on Pg 2 »>
O’Neal, a junior computer science 
major.
Japan may have been something of a 
culture shock, but the girls could not 
help being proud.
“It was a blessing to qualify for the 
competition. There were no other 
blacks in competition. We were the 
only all women team and the only 
HBCU [represented],” said Ebony 
see Spelbots on Pg 2 »>
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A very special thank you to 
Daniel Perry and his dedicat­
ed assistance to our first 
issue of 2005 - 2006
The Spelman Spotlight wel­
comes all submissions. 
Submissions are edited for 
space and to correct errors in 
grammar and punctuation. 
Opinions in the Perspectives 
section of The Spelman 
Spotlight are solely the views of 
the author, not the opinions of 
The Spelman Spotlight. They do 
not necessarily reflect the opin­
ions of Spelman College, Its 
administration, or The Spelman 
Spotlight advisers.
Letters and opinions must be 
typed, signed, and include full 
address and telephone number.




The panhandling ordinance created to 
stop excessive begging in downtown 
Atlanta and at tourist attractions was 
signed into law by Mayor Shirley Franklin 
last month.
The ordinance, which was approved on 
Aug. 16 with a 12-3 vote, banned spoken 
requests for money and food. Atlanta has 
joined cities like Orlando and 
Indianapolis. The law covers a “tourist tri­
angle’’ that includes: Centennial Olympic 
Park, the Americas Mart, the soon-to- 
open Georgia Aquarium and several major 
hotels.
Boundaries also extend from Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Drive, northward, to 
Ralph McGill Boulevard and from 
Marietta Street, eastward, to Piedmont 
Avenue; also, Auburn Avenue, Jackson 
Street, Irwin Street, the new Ebenezer 
Baptist Church and King historic site.
Supporters think the crackdown is nec­
essary because panhandling is perceived as 
a nuisance and hurts the city’s image, 
according to Atlanta Journal Constitution 
reports.
However, advocates for the homeless 
feel the law will not help keep them off the 
street; it will only hinder and abandon 
them.
Wendy Pickens, Director of Operations 
for Metro Atlanta Task Force for the 
Homeless, said that the law is unsympa­
thetic to the homeless because it will 
penalize those in need of assistance.
“In the midst of Hurricane Katrina, the
Atlanta drivers often encounter homeless Individuals looking for food and money on Interstate 85/75 South’s 
University Avenue exit. Pictured above, a man holds a sign for those willing to give.
City of Atlanta needs to reconsider this 
decision. If someone from New Orleans is 
homeless on the street and is asking for 
money, will they be questioned by the 
police as well?” said Pickens.
However, excessive begging causes 
problems, such as driving away tourists 
and it makes the city unsafe. Even stu­
dents attending Georgia State, Georgia 
Tech and the AUC schools are constantly 
being approached by the homeless asking 
for money.
Spelman sophomore Laini Edwards is 
often approached by homeless around the 
West End.
“I feel awkward being approached by 
homeless people asking for money, but 
that is the only way for them to earn 
money to support themselves,” she said.
Officials are beginning to crack down 
on panhandling by issuing citations and 
making sure that begging does not occur 
within 15 feet of downtown businesses. 
For a first offense, violators get a warning, 
a second offense gets them a referral to a 
city resource center and third offense gets 
them a possible jail sentence, according to 
Atlanta Associated Press reports.
“Why focus on a certain geographical 
area when there is a law on the books 
about panhandling?” said Pickens. “The 
city needs to enforce the current law, not 
make a new one.” Edwards also feels like 
the law will not solve anything.
“The law will only cause more prob­
lems and more people will address this 
unfair decision. The city should put 
themselves in the position of the home­
less,” she said.
»> Katrina continued from cover
apartment is gone. Everything I have is gone."
Spelman students have been affected by the devastation as well. Bridgette Wright, a senior economics major from New Orleans, has 
spent a good portion of the week in the financial aid and scholarship offices trying to find any financial assistance she can get in this 
time of need.
Wright’s father, who normally pays half of her tuition, has no way of getting to the bank to send her money for tuition and books.
"Ms. McQuay and other Spelman administrators have been very helpful to me in my time of need," she said.
There are many more students in the AUC whose families have been directly impacted by this disaster, and hopeful Xavier transfer 
student put it best when answering the question of what she would like to see Spelman students contribute to the aid effort.
"First and foremost," said Lundy, "please pray for everyone and donate money if you can. As a race, and as HBCU students, we 
must come together."
Please mail all correspondence 
to:
Spelman Spotlight 
350 Spelman Lane SW 
PO BOX 1234 




>» Spelbots continued from cover
Smith, a senior computer science major. “The people in Japan 
were very hospitable and welcoming. They treated us like 
celebrities and offered good pointers on how we can do better 
with our robots.”
The Spelbots did not win the competition, but their 
journey has gotten them much exposure. They have been fea­
tured in the 2005 September college edition of Ebony magazine 
as well as the Atlanta Journal Constitution.
The young ladies of Spelbots have taken their loss as a new 
gain. For some, it was more of a personal gain.
“I have become a stronger and more confident African- 
American female,” said Smith. For others, it was a collective gain 
worth spreading to those aspiring to get involved in the world of 
technology.
“This experience provided a new outlook on the world of 
technology and how computer science can be applied to real life
The Spelbots pose for a picture with their coach and President Tatum
applications,” said O’Neal, who has an interest for prosthetics 
and plans to integrate computer science with the medical field 
through research with genetics.
But the most valuable part of their experience was the founda­
tion of a strong friendship.
“In the end, after all of the trials and tribulations, I came out 
with five new friends," said Smith.
Monday, September 19, 2005 spelmanspotlight@spelman.edu
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Features
Is living off campus all it cracks up
to be? Commuter students plagued by
Off campus living: the good and the bad
Shayla Ball
Co-Editor
There comes a time in 
every student’s life when the 
cramped living spaces and bad 
cafeteria food often associated 
with campus living become 
too much to bear. It is at this 
point that many students 
decide to make the giant leap 
to off-campus living.
Although the criteria vary 
depending on taste and pref­
erence, many students gener­
ally search for safe, convenient 
locations that fit within their 
price range.
Senior Jessica Brown has 
been living off campus for a 
nearly a year. She and her 
roommates are now in the 
process of making the move 
from apartment living to a 
house.
“We looked for somewhere 
that was reasonably priced... 
having a washer and dryer and 
at least two bathrooms was 
really important to me,” she 
said.
“Basically you just have 
more freedom. [Living off 
campus] is a lot better because 
you don’t have to worry about 
visitation or parking."
For the most part, moving 
off campus equals complete 
freedom from everything 
except the unavoidable 
responsibilities of paying bills 
on time and maintaining a 
clean living space.
“You are so much more 
aware of how much your par­
ents were spending on you 
before,” Brown said.
“Everything costs money! 
Like cleaning supplies and 
socks and trash bags.”
Aside from these minor set­
backs to enjoying the thrill of
independence, moving off- 
campus is typically a good way 
of establishing a sense of 
responsibility, as well as main­
taining a comfortable, private 
lifestyle.
In the past, students have
midday for lunch, only to 
return to a full lot. Although 
the quality of cafeteria dining 
has long been under scrutiny, 
many new commuter students 
feel the prospect of eating 




Each time she fills her gas tank, senior Constance Jackson 
becomes increasingly aware that current gas costs are putting a 
strain on her lifestyle.
“I may be forced to carpool with my roommate, which will be 
an inconvenience to both her and me because our classes are not 
during the same times,” Jackson said.
As a student who commutes from Cobb County to Spelman’s 
campus each week, Jackson is not able to take the Marta, so she 
is left with one choice—pay the gas prices or miss class.
Other college students face the same challenge as Jackson. 
Hurricane Katrina is responsible for the damaging the pipelines 
that supply the gasoline throughout the Southeast. Subsequent 
hikes in gas costs leave students wondering how to travel to and 
from school in a cost-efficient fashion.
“Considering that the price of gas where I live is well above 
$2.70, it is very discouraging
to have to commute to 
campus everyday. Nowadays, I 
have to pack up for the entire 
day because there are no more 
quick trips to my home in 
between classes,” senior Alexis 
Leonard said. Within the 
month of August alone, gas 
prices raised an average of 50 
cents per gallon.
Although some commuter 
students have jobs that can 
help pay for gas costs, mini­
mum wage in Georgia is still 
$5.15, so gas expenses can
quickly deplete one’s paycheck. Gas conservation should 
inevitably cut down on gas expenses, yet gas conservation can 
prove to be a difficult task for commuters.
So what is a college student to do in the midst of the epidem­
ic of rising gas costs? Some students are carpooling, taking pub­
lic transportation and going out less to curb gas costs. Although 
sound solutions for the battle between commuter students versus 
high gas prices are challenging to come up with, there are stu­
dents who are thinking of “outside of the box” methods for less 
gas consumption.
“Something that would really help Spelman commuter stu­
dents are shuttles. Other colleges have them, and they help stu­
dents save so much money on gas. Commuting back and forth to 
class drains your money, so if the school could help by shuttling 
students, I think we would see a drastic change,” senior Rachel 
Wilfred said.
In coming months, gas costs will more than likely fluctuate, 
but the fact remains that $2 per gallon gas days will probably not 
resurface anytime soon. Thus, high gas costs will continue to 
wreck havoc on college commuters’ pockets.
anxiously awaited the oppor­
tunity to move out of the 
dorm and into their own liv­
ing spaces. This year alone the 
majority of the 2007 and 
2008 classes chose to move off 
campus rather than stick it out 
another year or two in a dorm.
Do these numbers necessar­
ily indicate convenience?
With gas prices soaring as a 
result of the awful aftermath 
of hurricane Katrina, students 
living farther than ten miles 
from campus are finding it 
hard to keep enough gas in 
their cars to make it to class 
everyday.
The situation becomes even 
more difficult for those stu­
dents involved in campus 
activities making multiple 
trips to the AUC daily.
Other students have 
expressed concerns with the 
expense of parking and the 
risk associated with leaving
mg in comparison to grocery 
shopping and cooking.
Along with the increased 
responsibilities and minor 
inconveniences of off-campus 
life, many students have indi­
cated a general sense of dis­
connectedness with the cam­
pus community. Some stu­
dents feel that had it not been 
for their Spelman email 
accounts, they might have 
never known about certain 
campus and AUC-wide 
events.
Such organized events 
as Market Friday are common 
knowledge to most students, 
see Off Campus on Pg 7»>
Gas saving tips
-Buy low-ocfane fuel unless your car requires a higher grade. High-octane gas costs more and 
can possibly reduce gas mileage.
-Don’t fill up near major highways where gas prices are often higher.
-Make sure you tune up your car when needed, to get the best gas mileage.
-Keep tires inflated because for every pound of under inflation, you lose ¿2 percent in fuel effi­
ciency.
-Remove items such as rooftop carriers and flags, which create drag.
-Keep windows rolled up when riding on the freeway. Windows rollea down creates too much air 
resistance.
-Accelerate slowly to start and decelerate slowly to stop. Sudden stops and starts eat up gas. 
-Don’t idle or warm up a car for more than a minute. It wastes gas.
Source: www.csmonitor.com
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Arts & Entertainment
Songz ‘Gotta Make It’
Deanna Jenkins
Arts & Entertainment Co-editor
If you were running late to see Trey Songz late last 
month you probably didn’t miss too much of his per­
formance. In fact, if you arrived anytime before 9 
p.m., you were probably fashionably early.
On August 31, Spelmanites and many other stu­
dents from Morehouse College and Clark Atlanta 
University headed to Forbes Arena to attend a free 
concert showcasing up and coming recording artist, 
Trey Songz. The concert was a part of the Cingular 
Wireless Historic Black Colleges “Back To School 
tour.
Songz was promoting his debut album, I Gotta 
Make It”. There was also an added bonus for 
Cingular Wireless customers who were granted VIP 
status. In addition to being able to view the concert 
up close, they also received bracelets, one for them 
and another for a friend.
PHOTO I Atlantic Records
better next time
Songz would appear. Their question would finally be 
answered around 9:30 p.m. when Songz finally took 
to the stage.
From then on the anxiety of crowd was alleviated, 
but only slightly. Songz proceeded to sing some songs 
from his debut LP, including his hit debut single 
“Gotta Make It,” featuring rapper Twista, and an ode 
to the female derriere “Your Behind”.
At one point during the show, he called for a num­
ber of female audience members to come on stage, 
which became a spectacle in itself. Four girls went on 
stage, at which point it seemed more like an R. Kelly 
concert with provocative dancing by the ladies and 
water being poured and licked off of the young singer.
His vocal talent was evident according to Barnett 
who said, “I still can’t deny he can sing really well.”
Williams saw it differently.
* 4HHMHI
Celebrities step up 
to help Katrina 
victims
Information gathered by Gina Lawrence, Arts & 
Entertainment Co-editor
On September 2, 2005, Atlanta’s V-103 FM 
raised over $260,000 and were able to house 
over 80 families in hotels for 30 days.
David Banner sent his personal tour buses to 
the Gulf Coast filled with water, food and 
clothes. To donate to Banner’s foundation, 
Heal the Hood, please contact www.healthe- 
hood.com.
In addition, David Banner will be having a con­
cert September 17, 2005, in Atlanta. All pro­
ceeds will benefit Katrina.victims.
Actor Jamie Foxx held a party at Hotel Delano 
in Miami on September 4, 2005. The party 
raised over $600,000.
Diddy and Jay-Z, together, gave $2 million to 
the American Red Cross.
On Labor Day, T.l. gave $25,000 which was 
matched by Dallas Austin, Jermaine Dupri and 
AG of Visions Nightclub. The money raised 
went to Banner’s foundation, Heal the Hood.
Ludacris Foundation is taking donations to 
house families. The foundation will provide 
six months of paid housing for 10 homes. 
Contributions are needed for the families to be 







However, for sophomore Patrina Barnett, it wasn’t 
all it was cracked up to be.
“What were the disadvantages? Standing,” she said. 
However, she was excited to see him performing live.
“I went there a Trey Songz fan, being that he’s from 
Virginia and I’m from Maryland.”
The concert was scheduled to start at 7 p.m.; how­
ever, instead of starting on time the next two hours or 
so felt more like being in a club as the DJ spun a mix 
of local and mainstream hits.
According to concertgoer Anesha Williams, the 
crowd began to grow impatient and anxious with the 
long wait.
“The concert didn’t start until about 9 p.m. People 
were even commenting about there not even being 
opening acts,” said Williams, who is also a sophomore 
at Spelman. Barnett agreed, noting that the crowd was 
kind of dead.
Around 9 p.m., other new artists, including a 
singer named Chris Brown took the stage. For 
Barnett, Brown would prove to be the highlight of the 
show.
Still, others continued to ponder how long before
“If he wants support, he needs to do a lot better 
than what he did at the concert,” she said.
Barnett felt that he took on the persona ol a 
provocative R&B star.
“From how he portrayed himself, he looked like R. 
Kelly, Jr,” she said.
At the end of the night, feelings toward the concert 
were split.
“It was kind of split on how good the concert was. 
A lot of guys really liked it while a lot of girls were 
really disgusted,” she said.
She also said her opinion of the singer has changed, 
calling his behavior at the concert “vulgar and inap­
propriate.”
To cap the night off, when his set was over, before 
leaving the stage, he proceeded to grab a girl’s backside 
and said: “This is for the fellas.”
Just what every woman wants to hear from her 
favorite male R&B singer.
Nicole Armbrister (‘07)
I've been thinking
And have some questions as to why
10% of the US population is about to die.
I can hear the black voices rise as they cry 
As we try to break through the knotted binds 
Looking for God's hand to heal diseases of the 
mind.
Why is 10% of the US population ruled by 
nihilism?
The love we should have is corrupted by negative 
criticism.
Why is 10% of the US population still in chains? 
The invisible bondage of slavery still remains. 
Why is 10% of the US population fighting with 
one another?
Because we don't realize the value of our sisters 
and brothers.
10% of the population is the color of my skin 
But the same societal problems are ones I have 
within.
NLA©2004
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An evening of fine art at Spelman College
Deanna Jenkins
Arts & Entertainment Co-editor
On September 8, Spelman College's Museum of 
Fine Art hosted an opening reception and gallery 
walk to present “A Century of African American Art: 
Selections from the Paul R. Jones Collection.” 
Organized and circulated by the University of 
Delaware, the exhibit attracted a large turnout of 
faculty, staff, students, local artists, collectors and 
VIPs, including Clark Atlanta University alumnus 
Emmanuel Lewis.
Following a reception at Reynolds Cottage hosted 
by Dr. Beverly Daniel Tatum, and attended by Paul 
R. Jones and several illustrious guests, a large crowd 
gathered in the lobby of the museum. They were 
addressed by Tatum, Jones, museum director Andrea 
Barnwell and David Roselle, University of Delaware 
president.
“This represents [a] dream I’ve had for a long 
time now,” Jones said about his commitment to col­
lect art and share it with other academic institutions, 
particularly HBCUs.
In 2001, an institutional partnership was estab­
lished between Spelman College and the University of 
Delaware to make the presentation of the collection at 
Spelman possible.
Among the other speakers at the opening ceremony 
was curator of the Paul R. Jones Collection, Dr. 
Amalia Amaki.
“Spelman is the appropriate place for this art to be 
at this point in time,” she said.
The collection consists of over 60 works of art 
including paintings, photographs, sculptures and 
prints. The works were created by a number of artists 
ranging from the celebrated like Romare Bearden,
Jacob Lawrence and Carrie Mae Weems to up and 
coming Atlanta-based artists.
The collection is one of the oldest, largest and most 
comprehensive holdings of African American art. The
principal sponsor of Spelman’s presentation of the col­
lection is John Wieland Homes and Neighborhoods, 
who was also one of the many attendees at the event.
The presentation of the exhibit was considered a 
phenomenal success. Barnwell was “...pleased with 
the student turnout and the community turnout,” 
calling the event “very, very, very successful.”
The exhibit also received high praise from Tatum 
who said, “It’s just fabulous.”
Earlier that night she noted that the 2005-2006 
academic year would mark Spelman’s 125th anniver­
sary and dubbed it “the year of 
the arts”. Tatum promised that 
the presentation of the exhibit 
“will be the first of many fabu­
lous things [happening] this 
year.”
In addition to the opening of 
the exhibit, the museum will also 
present “Conversations with the 
Collector” with Paul R. Jones, 
who was named one of the “Top 
100 Collectors” by Arts & 
Antiques magazine. The exhibit 
will be on display at the museum 
until December 10.
Top: Ernest Crichlow, Untitled, 1985, acrylic on board, 28 x 22 in. 
Bottom: Ashley Blakemore, a senior engineering major, takes a 
moment to reflect during Spelman College’s Museum of Fine Arts 
opening.
Black actors distribute their own projects
Gina Lawrence
Arts & Entertainment Co-editor
No longer having to go to major distribution com­
panies to make a movie was the main reason Duane 
Martin and his wife, Tisha Campbell-Martin, decid­
ed to join up with another celebrity couple, Will 
Smith and Jada Pinkett-Smith, to help form the 
Momentum Experience distribution company.
Momentum Experience lets the major distribution 
companies know that Blacks don’t need them to put 
out a good movie that will be successful and make 
money.
This company is a collaboration of other entities 
and celebrities. Nia Hill, co-founder and CEO and 
D’Angela Steed, co-founder and COO, have brought 
with them their production company Strange Fruit 
Films. Both Hill and Steed have worked on movies 
such as “Ride or Die,” with Duane Martin and Vivica 
A. Fox, and “Truth Be Told,” starring Regina King 
and Blair Underwood. Other celebrities who have 
served on the executive board are Duane Martin,
Email submissions io
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Managing Partner; Will Smith, Investor; and Blair 
Underwood, Advisory Board Chair.
Momentum Experience’s movies do not come out 
in conventional theaters. The company does not use 
the customary venues to reach their urban consumers. 
Instead, the movies will be shown at playhouses and 
concert halls, and then go straight to DVD.
Each movie showing will include one of the follow­
ing entertainment bonuses: a live performance by an 
artist on the soundtrack, a comedy pre-show and/or a 
cast meet-and-greet. This company hopes to produce 
quality films starring people of color. They have 
already begun their journey with the first movie, “Seat 
Filler.”
“Seat Filler” is a romantic comedy that stars Duane 
Martin, Kelly Rowland, Melanie Brown (former 
Spice Girl), comedian DeRay Davis, Shemar Moore 
and many others. Duane Martin plays Derrick who 
is a law student trying to make some extra money. So 
he takes a job as a seat filler.
A seat filler is a person who is usually employed by 
an awards show. He/she takes the seat of a celebrity 
who has gotten up for whatever reason, so that when 
the cameras are rolling there are no empty seats in the 
audience.
At an awards show, Derrick is seated next to pop 
star Jhnelle, Kelly Rowland. She mistakes him for a 
big-time music executive and a connection sparks 
between them.
As they date, he tries to live up to the lifestyle of a 
music executive on a law student’s budget. The rela­
tionship begins to get more serious and Derrick has to 
decide whether to tell Jhnelle the truth and risk their 
relationship or to continue to live a lie.
“Seat Filler” was shown in Baltimore, Washington
PHOTO | BET
Duane Martin and his wife Tisha Campbell-Martin
D.C., Detroit and Atlanta. At the Atlanta show, as 
promised, the entertainment bonus was a comedy 
pre-show starring comedian DeRay Davis.
Morehouse junior, Roderick Jackson went to the 
movie preview at the Fox Theatre.
“’Seat Filler’ was a great movie. It showed that 
African Americans could take on serious roles and add 
a touch of comedy, while still being able to grasp the 
concept,” Jackson said.
Blacks have the capability to be successful while 
being in control of their own careers and projects.
Momentum Experience is the second black distri­
bution company in the United States. Morehouse 
alumnus, Spike Lee’s 40 Acres and a Mule is the first. 
These are great accomplishments. We all need to go 
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Perspectives
A letter from our SSGA 
President
Spotlight staff remembers 
9/11
My Sisters,
We are only two weeks into 
the aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina. The lifetime trauma 
will never disappear for many 
of us. I want to thank all of the 
women that have generously 
volunteered their time and 
energy to this immediate and 
dire need.
I am also very proud of the 
administration’s and the 
Bonner office’s quick response 
to Spelman’s students with 
connections to the Gulf coast, 
and to the displaced students 
who arrived here as early as the 
first day of September. I can 
see from your spirits that your 
commitment to becoming a 
part of the solution to the 
problems Hurricane Katrina 
caused, not only comes out of 
your loving hearts but the feel­
ing that you are connected to 
your fellow humans.
We cannot turn away, we 
cannot forget; the relief effort 
will continue throughout the 
year.
There are special conse­
quences of this hurricane for 
the women of color affected. 
As primary caregivers in many
households, women bear the 
brunt of the responsibility to 
find creative ways to feed, 
clothe, and entertain families. 
Family dynamics often 
change—in natural disasters 
as well as during war.
Let us continue the conver­
sation about the gendered 
consequences of the war and 
Hurricane Katrina. Some 
women will find leadership 
skills they never thought they 
possessed in their creative 
efforts to pick up the pieces of 
their lives. But I also predict 
the rate of domestic violence 
will increase.
The theme of being con­
nected to our fellow humans 
reminds me of my visit to the 
United Nations headquarters 
this past weekend. Although 
this international moral force 
is heavily critiqued, the UN 
continues to do the far-reach­
ing work of disarmament, 
humanitarian aid, and peace­
keeping. I was inspired by the 
UN’s commitment to contin­
ue the positive transformation 
of human relationships.
One way that we can honor 
those who’ve lost people or
homes in the hurricane is to 
take care of each other, to 
transform negative relation­
ships we may have with others 
into positive relationships.
The SGA honors the rela­
tionship that we have with the 
student body. We are here to 
serve you. At the top of our 
plans for the year, is the com­
mitment to invite you into the 
decision making process of 
your government. We respond 
to what you want. A spectac­
ular organ to express your pas­
sion and concern is a town hall 
meeting.
The first town hall meeting 
is scheduled for Monday, 
October 3 at 6 p.m. in LLC2. 
We expect it to be well attend­
ed, and lively. Your voice and
see Sarah on Pg 7»>
On September 11, 2001, I was in the library of my high school when I 
found out about the terrorist attacks in New York, Pennsylvania, and 
Northern Virginia. As I reflect on that day four years later, it is disheartening 
to see our country in the midst of another American tragedy. I have sympa­
thy for the loved ones of not only the 9/11 victims, but of Hurricane Katrina 
and our fallen soldiers of war. My prayers are with them all as I am encour­
aged to live each day to the fullest and cherish the relationships I have with 
family and friends since tomorrow is never promised or guaranteed. - Alexa 
Harris
My teacher had been asked to exit the room for a few minutes. I pro­
ceeded to talk and joke with several classmates due to my teachers absence. 
Upon returning to the room my teacher appeared with traces of sobs and 
tears. She proceeded in silence to turn on the television were we witnessed the 
first plane go into the towers. I remember having thoughts of astonishment 
and disbelief. How could something like this happen in America? And who 
would want to harm so many individuals and their families? That was the first 
moment that I realized our place in the world and that we, as Americans, were 
vulnerable to acts of terrorism. - Kristilyn Whigham
It was a day I, like many others, will never forget. As a native New Yorker 
and a mother geographically separated from my children on that horrific day, 
my emotions were all over the place. My youngest daughter, Maya, was a 
sophomore here at Spelman, and, thankfully, I was with my other daughter 
and her two children in Philadelphia. After making frantic phone calls to my 
family still residing in New York and checking with friends and neighbors 
from D.C. and Virginia, because I had recently moved from that area, I was
able to begih to absorb the enormity of what had happened. I had to “count 
all the fingers and toes” of my family first. Although I was depressed for sev­
eral months, along with many other Americans, I had to thank God for spar­
ing me the devastation of those families who lost their loved ones on that 
awful day. - Yvonne T. Prabhu
It is hard to see yourself as a part of history. We learn history in books, 
or hear about it through the stories our parents and grandparents tell. As 
young people we forget our lives are patches in the quilt of time. September 
11, 2001, I watched the mounted television set in my high school’s front 
office. Fire and smoke leapt from one of the towers, and I winced when the
Emory I Healthcare
Herpes Vaccine Research Study
Emory University is recruiting healthy 18-30 
year old female volunteers for a study of an 
investigational herpes vaccine to determine if 
it will prevent genital herpes infection in 
women. An initial screening visit will be 
conducted to determine eligibility for the 
study. For those who are eligible, there will 
be at least 8 study visits over a 20 month 
period, along with periodic telephone contacts. 
Volunteers will receive reimbursement for 
time and travel related to the study'.
For more information, 
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but it is the less-advertised campus hap­
penings that heighten this feeling of 
detachment.
“One thing you have to worry about 
is feeding yourself. Not having the cafe 
is a definite downside,” Brown said.
“Another downside is not knowing 
what’s going on on-campus. But it’s 
almost like a tradition for upperclass­
men to move off campus. So, I just 
accept it.”
Opinions are still split as to which is 
more beneficial to the overall college 
experience. On the one hand, living on 
campus is convenient, especially for 
students with morning classes and a 
high level of involvement in campus 
activities. On the other hand, living off 
campus is the ultimate form of free­
dom.
No visitation rules, no resident assis­
tants and no cafeteria food. Both living 
situations have their pros and cons, but 
a keen awareness of oneself and one’s 
preferences should be included in the 
decision making process.
»> Sarah continued from pg 6
opinion is important to us, and vital to 
this world.
We’ve just had the election of the 
2005-2006 First-year class council. 
Congratulations to the newly elected 
officials and strong encouragement to 
ALL who participated and ALL who 
voted.
On a final note, many progressive 
organizations across the AUC are mobi­
lizing for the massive demonstration in 
Washington, D.C. to “Bring the Troops 
Home!” I state this because this has 
been an ongoing struggle to stop the
SEPTEMBER 23, 2005
Atlanta University Center Career Day 
Hyatt Regency Atlanta
Interested in finding a job? Come join us 
at the Hyatt and find exciting internships 
and enjoyable jobs. Contact the AUC 
Career Center for additional information.
SEPTEMBER 23, 2005
Bad Boys of Comedy Tour
By the end of last year, most mills were 
reporting earnings on the plus side, as 
well as a list of one-time charges for 
closings, restructurings, and discontin
SEPTEMBER 24, 2005
Atlanta Football Classic at Georgia 
Dome
Tennessee State University vs. Florida
It is that time of year again. Time for 
black college football and of course the 
bands. So if you are looking for a fun- 
filled day, come check out this game.
SEPTEMBER 24-25,
2005
Rededlcatlon of Sister’s Chapel
Historic Sister’s Chapel symbolizes the 
heart and soul of Spelman College. It is 
a center for leadership development and 
spiritual training for Spelman students 
and a valued local and national 
resource. We invite you to join us on 
Saturday, September 24 and Sunday, 
September 25 as we celebrate the for­
mal Rededication of Sister’s Chapel.
war, a struggle that is connected to the 
limitations we are already seeing in our 
government’s response to Hurricane 
Katrina.
How is it possible that we have 






bombs to Iraq to kill people, but there 
is a strain to find the personnel and 
funds to distribute to ALL victims what 
they need to get back on their feet? It 
will be a great day when organizations 
working to rebuild the Gulf Coast have
OCTOBER 6-9, 2005
Drama and Dance: Freddie Hendricks 
Project II
Baldwin Burroughs Theatre
Conceived, written and directed by
Freddie Hendricks
Thursday to Saturday at 8 p.m.
Sunday at 3 p.m
OCTOBER 19-23, 2005
Spelman College & Morehouse College 
Homecoming 2005
Homecoming! Are you looking forward 
to the tailgating, the alumnae, the par­
ties, and the coronations? Well, 
Homecoming 2005 is just around the 
corner and is expected to be a great 
one.
OCTOBER 31-NOV 4, 
2005
Spelman College and MC Lyte Present 
Hip Hop Week Be sure to catch this 
trailblazer of the rap industry find her 
voice to speak out against sexism and 
misogyny when Spelman College and 
MC Lyte present Hip Hop week.
all the money they need and the mil­
itary will have to have a car wash to 
raise money to buy a bomb.
My Spelman sisters, stay alert and 
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Brenda Dalton, director of Health 
Services, is spearheading a movement 
towards healthier living by obtaining a 
grant that gives food choice flexibility 
in the cafeteria. Teaming up with 
Health Services and cafeteria workers in 
Alma Upshaw Dining Hall, she, along 
with other Spelman administrators aim 
to have you eat more whole grains and 
fewer donuts.
Dalton, along with other administra­
tors, plan to help Spelman faculty and 
students create healthier lifestyles by 
making them more cognizant of factors 
that may directly affect their health in 
future years.
Flexibility of choices may be the key 
to longevity as well as to the prevention 
ofType 2 Diabetes, a disease most com­
mon in African-Americans, and other 
obesity-related diseases. Type 2
Intramural sports coming to Spelman?
Jaunlce Sills
Sports Writer
The Spelman Student Government 
Association believes that an answer to 
the obesity-related health problems of 
African American women today is the 
implementation of intramural sports.
In an effort to augment the healthier 
student lifestyles initiative implemented 
by Health Services, the SGA, led by 
President Sarah Thompson, wants to 
establish a recreational sports league 
among students to promote activity and 
develop well-conditioned women.
The primary goal of intramural 
sports is directly connected to the ideo­
logical view that African American 
women are dying at alarmingly dispro­
portionate rates due to obesity-related 
illnesses such as diabetes and heart dis­
ease.
“The SGA has a chance to make a 
difference in the lives of women right 
now; to put athletics and working out as 
a priority in student’s lives,’’ said 
Thompson.
The goal of intramural sports is to 
form teams of women who workout 
together on a regular basis to have a pro­
ductive and fun athletic experience.
Based on the administration’s initia­
tive to encourage healthier eating habits 
along with other health initiatives, 
intramural sports are the perfect fit for
Diabetes results when either the body 
does not produce enough insulin (a key 
regulator in metabolism), or body cells 
do not respond to it. Poor circulation 
develops and sugar deposits are stored in 
unwanted places, resulting in the need 
for loss of weight through diet and exer­
cise.
In the past, type 2 Diabetes was more 
common in the elderly and was referred 
to as Adult Onset. Now, as a result of 
poor diets and less exercise the disease is 
becoming more common among young 
adults and children.
Prevention of life-threatening dis­
eases, such as Type 2 Diabetes, may be 
accomplished through this initiative to 
educate the Spelman community of the 
risk factors, the need for more exercise 
and better lifestyle choices.
"We are raising a generation of obese
the life of a busy Spelman woman. 
News of intramural sports is circulating 
on campus very quickly.
Thompson confirms that there is an 
amazing amount of interest from stu­
dents because they approach her with 
questions about the up and coming 
recreational activities and ask what they 
can do to help. In fact, many students 
feel that intramural sports are long over­
due at Spelman.
“It’s about time! I am ready to play 
and help out with anything possible,” 
said Laila Jones, a senior and former 
soccer player.
Colleges all across the country 
encourage and support intramural 
leagues for students as an outlet to enjoy 
leisure activities on a competitive level. 
Spelman students will work with the 
SGA Advisory Board Intramural Chair 
to structure teams of players with all 
skill levels in tennis, soccer, basketball 
and volleyball.
In her second year as Director of 
Athletics, Germaine McAuley has no 
problem with intramural sports, but 
wants the SGA to consider the lack of 
facilities and other setbacks of intramu­
ral sports.
“We will not allow any of our athlet­
ics to interfere with intramurals. So that 
means practice times are vitally impor­
tant for our teams. But eventually, in
Spelman students use the workout facilities in Read Hall to achieve a healthylife style.
children. Increases in risks of stroke and 
hypertension are not far behind Type 2 
Diabetes," said Dalton.
In the hope that Spelman College's 
goal for healthier living is successful, 
calorie counters have been placed in the 
cafeteria. In addition to informing stu­
dents of the number of calories in dish­
es served, foods are also being cooked 
with Splenda™, a no calorie sweetener, 
instead of sugar.
Health Services plans to encourage 
the desire to exercise, beginning with 
150 first-year students who will be cho­
sen to participate in exercise sessions. In 
return, these students will receive target-
the future once we improve our facili­
ties, then of course we will look into 
intramurals,” said McAuley.
Thompson assures the athletic 
department that the intramural sports 
will not run concurrent with the varsity 
level sports and will not conflict with 
the practice schedules. The SGA 
Advisory committee already has poten­
tial facility spots in mind for play.
The tennis team will play on the ten­
nis courts in the fall while the basket­
ball, volleyball and soccer teams will 
play in the Read Hall gymnasium in the 
springtime. Students of all classifica­
tions and skill levels are invited to par­
ticipate.
“We all know that smart women play 
sports. All you need is a great attitude, 
love for the game, and a team spirit,” 
said Thompson.
The SGA understands that academic 
excellence is a priority, but wants the 
Spelman community to engage in intra­
murals because, unlike intercollegiate 
play, there is no time commitment. 
Students just show up to the field and 
get in the game.
Look out for flyers of interest and 
emails for more information.
ed exercise consultations with a dieti­
tian and free health services not offered 
to every student at Spelman College. 
Fitness experts will also be hired using 
grant money to assist students.
Student Health Associates and Peer 
Educators (S.H.A.P.E.) will also partici­
pate in the initiative. This health organ­
ization will receive a stipend for becom­
ing diabetic health educators ofType 2 
Diabetes and imparting knowledge to 
others about how the likelihood of the 
disease may be decreased.
Future plans to research Type 2 
Diabetes and share this information 
with the Spelman community include 
plans to invite a speaker on health dur­
ing one of the school's convocations. 
Also, there are hopes to partner with 
corporations to research Type 2 
Diabetes and obtain data that can be 
shared with other Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities.
The advisory board for this project is 
a team of Spelman College faculty, con­
sisting of Dr. Bruce Wade, Dr. Lisa 
Egbuonu-Davis, and Dr. Gloria 
Richards. Danielle Hewson, a 2005 
Spelman graduate, has also been hired 
and named as research assistant for the 
project on newer health initiatives.
In a series called Health Disparities 
and Implications for Women's Health, 
Dr. Lisa Egbuonu-Davis, will discuss 
health care and the disadvantages expe­
rienced by ethnic minorities and 
women and measures that should be 
taken to increase awareness and preven­
tion of diseases. These informational 
sessions will be held on Thursdays from 
6 pm-8:30 pm in Cosby LL31.
It is Spelman’s hope that those who 
gain the knowledge of these preventable 
diseases share it with friends and loved 
ones in the greater community.
Sources:
www.splenda.com
www.dietitian.com
www.diabetes.org
